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A citizen proposed ballot issue can only appear on the 2016 general election ballot once the

proposed language has fulfilled three requirements. First, the langurage must be submitted to

Montana's Legislative Services Division. Second, the Montana Attorney General must conduct a

legal review. Finally, after the review process is conrplete, and the sponsor has been notified by

the Secretary of State of the approval or rejection of the ballot issue, the sponsor must collect

sufficient verified signatures from qualified voters in Montana. To propose a ballof issue, see

d et a i I e d i nfo r m ati a n a t h lt Q : // so q=.mt. gpy/EJ g c!_ott Sl8 a I I a t, I s s ue s.

Initiative or referendum for the balfot - Signatures must be obtained from 5 percent of the total

number of qualified voters in Montana (based on the number of votes cast for the office of

governor rn the last generai eiection;, inciuciing 5 percent of the voters in each of 34 iegisiaiive

house districts.

Constitutional amendment by initiative - Signatures must be obtained from 10 percent of the

total nr-rmber of quralified voters in Montana (basecl on the number of votes cast for the office of

governor in the last general election), including 10 percent of the voters in each of 40 legislative

house districts.

f you observe and have concerns about quesiionable signature gathering. you may file a

laint with the Secretary of State, who will fonryard each complaint to the appropriate county

cial. See signature gathering infornration at

://sos. mt. qovlE lection s/Bal lot I ssues/index. as

The 2016 Voter lnformation Pamphlet (VlP) will be available in the fall of 2016.

Please Note: Ballat rssue numbers /rsfed below are ass/El'ned hy the order in which they were

received at the Office of the Montana Seoefa4y of Sfafe, They do not reflect a ranking or how the

initiative would be numbered if it were placed on the ballot.

The following are citizen proposals for statevvide ballot initiatives for the November 8,

2016, general election ballot that have been submitted to the $ecretary of $tate.

All Submitted Ballot lssues

Ballot lssue #12 Cl-1.16

$ubject: Ensure that crime victims' rights ancl interests are respected and protected by law

Contact Person: Charles Denowh ,

Sponsor: Charles Denowh

Type: Constitutional initiative

Received by SOS: August 19.2015

5lr812016
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$tatus: Qualified for Seneral election ballot as of May 6, 2016.

Signatures received and tallied by $O$: 52.321 of 48,349 total signatures needed; quaf ified in

54 of 40 legisfative districts needed.

i Approved for $ignature Gathering 
i

i f-rgal $ufficieircy Review by Attorney General j

i wailins for $poysor Resport$e

:i'

i R€view by Legislative $eruices

;'

i Withdrawn

CCIt\iTACT U$ ABOUT US AcC[S$l8lllry

fitJstNf::$$ $#RVlcH$ f;L.r:icTlCIN$ NCX"ARY

te$*tNs:us ffi Selen$er Qua*erk
Newsletter

ADA $OT'CH PRTVACY ANn SHCURITy rMplOYM*NT MT.GOV 
ADM|N|STRAT|VE ftULES

ftLICORD$ f'ltANA$SMf;NT' OTTICH OF Tl-ifi STCRfi A'{Y
Panorclms * L1y QEiqJ+sfgeft

http : I lso s . mt. go v/Electi ons I 20 I 618 al lotl s sue s/inde x . asp s/1812016



2016 Ballot Issues, Montana Secretary of State Page 1 of 3

Linda McCulloch
MOhITANA SHCRHTARY OF STATN

Voter Resources

R,eqistg_r.to Vlte

R-golglration Status/Pol I ing P lace

Eleciion Calendar

Votinq bv Absentee Ballot

M.ilitary and Ov?rsea_s. Volers

Vsters vyith .Disabilitieq

Serve as ary Election Judoe

Ff:eq ugntly Ask-ed Question.q

Candidate Rescrirces

tilelat_Qffise

Offices on the Ballot

Cefftidqle Calendar

CampFjqn Financq

S*llot Measures

?016 Ballot Measures

Past Ballot Measures

Mgli.nes
Voter I nform-ation Pamphlet

Results and Staiistics

Official,Election Results

&qhiygdglection R gsu lts.

Vgtellpfnout
Voter Reql.stratiqn bv Count)r

A,dCiiionaI Resources

E le-gLig_n,laws and B.V lgs-

Qualified Political Pafiies

Ieflrlintlg
Legisiali"ye I nformaiion

Pislrrst Mepq

O"gfrent Roster

Montana Constitr.ltion

ArcbjvS P'{blicatigns

Order the Centralized Voter File

Voter FAQs

lection Ad ministrators

C ou ntv_ V-gti,ng S_yqle ms

Fcryns

f ar *le.ci.ian* Qitir:ial:;

Contact Us

tiu[isci:{ifiF i-lNKs coNTi.r.Ct

il-"--*:*"-:: 
.ll-ts*i

f-1Q.ry].e > Fle$ttgns > Proposed 2016 Ballot lssues

A citizen proposed ballot issue can only appear on the 2016 general election ballot once the

proposed language has fulfilled three requirements. First, the language must be subrnitted to

Montana's Legislative Services Division. Second, tlre Montana Attorney General musi conduct a

legal review. Finally, after the review process is complete, and the sponsor has been notified by

the Secretary of State of the approval or rejection of the ballot issue, the sponsor musi collect

sr,rff,cient verified signatures from qualified voters in Montana. To propose a ballof issue. see

d e t a i I e d i nf o r m a t i o n a t h tt p : // s o p, nt ge.U(E I e c tj o n s/ 8*aI o Us $ u 9..s,.

Initiative or referendum for the ballot - Signatures must be obtained fronr 5 percent of the total

number of qualified voters in Montana (based on the number of votes cast for the office of
-.-:-- rl-- l--3 --l -{--a:-.-\ :.--r.,-t:.--. r ---,.--.-1 -J4r^- .-l-.--:- ---L- ^'f tr,l^^:^r-r:..-guverf tut ilt r.ne r;r5r. genetict ertruuun). Itutuurilg c petueilrut Uru vurerb ilreauil ur J+ regrsrirUve

house districts.

Constitutional amendment by initiative - Signatures must be obtained from 10 percent of the

total number of qualified voters in Montana (lrased on the number of voies cast for the office of

governor in the last general election). including 10 percent of the voters in each of 40 legislative

house districts.

you observe and have concerns about questionable signature gathering, you may file a

int with the Secretary of State, who will forward each complaint to the appropriate county

ial. See signature gathering information at

ttp://sos. mt. oov/Elections/Ballot I ssuesli ndex. a

The 2016 Voter lnformation Pamphlet (VlP) will be available in the fall of 2016.

Please Note: Batlot rssue numbers /isfed below are assigned by the order in which they were

received at the Office of the Montana Secretary of State. They do not rcflect a ran4ing or how the

initiative would be numbered if it were placed on the baltot.

The following are citizen proposals for statewide bailot initiatives for the November 8,

2016, general election ballot that have been submitted to the $ecretary of State.

All Submitted Ballot lssues

I

r Qualified for Ballot

i Approved for Signature Gathering

Ballot lssue #6 l-Jf6-

$ubject: Require that drugs that are iliegal under federal law are illegal under Montana law

Contact Person: Steve Zabawa

Sponsor: Steve Zabawa

http : //so s . mt. g ov/El ectio ns I 20 | 6 lB al I otl s sue s/index. asp 5lr8l20r6
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Type: Statutory initiative

Received by $OS: June 17,2A15

$tatus: Petition l'las been approved for signature gathering as of October 5o 2A15.

Next Step: Sponsor may submit signatures to county election offices.

Signatures received and tallied by SO$: 7,503 af 24,175 total signatures needed; qualified in 2

of 34 legislative districts needed.

Ballot lssue #9 l-Uj
Subject: Allow any school employee, with a valid permit. to possess and Garry a concealed

handgun in a school.

Contact Person: Chet Billi

Sponsor: Chet Billi

Type : Statutory initiaiive

Received by SOS: July 8, 2A15

$tatus; Petition has beerr approved for signature gathering as of August 28, 2015.

Next Step: Sponsor may submit signatures to county election offices.

Signatures received and tallied by SOS:21 of 24.175 total signatures needed; qualified in O of

34 legislative districts needed.

Ballot lssue #10 C i-1,1, 5

Subject: Permit adults to purchase, consume, or possess marijuana.

Gontact Person: Anthony Varriano

$ponsor: Anthony Varriano

Type: Constitutional initiative

Received by $0S: August 1 1, 2015

Status: Petition has been approved for signature gathering as of October 5, 2015.

Next Step: Sponsor may submit signatures to cor,rnty election offices.

$ignatures received and tallied by $OS: 1 ,1 53 of 48,349 totai signatures needed; qualified in 0

of 40 legislative districts needed.

Baflot lssue #13 ,-177

$ubject: Restrict the use of traps and snares for animals on any public lands within Montana.

Contact Person: Brian Milter

Sponsor: Timothy Provow

Type: Statutory initiative

Received by SOS: August 2A,2A15

Status: Petition has been approved for signature gathering as of October 6,2015.

Next Step: Sponsor may submit signatures to county election offices.

Signatures received and tallied by SOS: 9.545 of 24,175 total signatures needed; qualified in

12 of 34 legislative districts needed.

Baf lot lssue #14l-178

$ubiect: Legalize recreational sales of marijuana to adults twenty-one years of age and older.

Contact Person: Anthony Varriano

$ponsor: Anthony Varriano

Type: Statutory initiative

Received by SO$: October 8, 2015

Status: Petition has been approved for signature gathering as of December7,2015.

Next Step: Sponsor may submit signatures to coun$ election offices.

$ignatures received and tallied by $O$: 567 of 24,175 total signatures needed; qualified in 0

of 34 legislative districts needed.

Ballot lssue #16 l-179

Subject: License community veteran EMTs to provide expanded medical care for individuals,

including but not lirtiited to veterans.

Contact Person: Ed Lesofski

Sponsor: Ed Lesofski

Type: Statutory initiative

Received by SOS: October 26,2a15

Status: Petition has been apprCIved for signature gathering as of December 29, 2015.

http : //so s . mt . gov/E le ctio ns I 20 | 6 lB al I otl s sue slindex. asp s/r8120r6
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Next Step: Sponsor may submit signatures to county election offices.

Signatures received and tallied by $OS: 0 of 24,175 total signalures needed; quatified in 0 of

34 legislative districts needed.

Ballot lssue #19 LlpO
Subject: Require investor-owned utilitles to supply incrementally higher percentages of their

electricity from renewable energy sources, and establish a displaced fossil-fulel workers program

and a fossil-fuel pensioner program..

Contact Person: Russ Doty

Sponsor: John Soderberg

Type: Statutory initiative

Received by SOS: November 16. 2015

Status: Petition has been approved for signature gathering as of January 2A,2015.

Next Step: Sponsor may submit signatures to county election offices.

Signatures received and tallied by SO$: 1,320 at ?4,175 total signatures needed; qualified in 0

of 34 legislative districts needed.

Ballot lssue #23 l:1_81

Subject: Promote research into developing therapies and cures for brain diseases and injuries.

Contact Person: Randy Gray

Sponsor; Montanans for Research and Cures

Type: Statutory initiative

Received by SOS: February 2, ?A16

Status: Petition has been approved for signature gathering as of April 7,2418.

Next Step: Sponsor may submit signatures to county election offices.

Signatures received and tallied by SOS: A of 24,175 total signatures needed: qualified in 0 of

34 legislative districts needed.

Baf f ot lssue #24l^182

Subject: Expand accoss to medical marijuana.

Contact Person: Kate Cholewa

Sponsor: Montanans Cannabis Industry Association 
i

Type: Statutory initiative 
i

Received by SOS: February 29,2016

Status: Petiuon has been approved forsignature gathering as ofApril 15,2016.

Next Step: Sponsor may submit signatures to cDunty election offices.

Signatures received and tallied by SOS: 0 of 24.175 total signatures needed; qualified in o of r

34 legislative districts needed.

i Legal Sufiiciency Review by Attorney General

Withdrawn
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